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 You have no choice but to choose. And you must choose yourself.  You must 
choose you.
 When I first got involved with a Unitarian Universalist congregation, I was 
curious to learn more about just what Unitarian Universalism is.  One of the first things 
I did was to buy A Chosen Faith.  In it, Forrest Church writes this:

We Unitarian Universalists have inherited a magnificent theological legacy. In a 
sweeping answer to creeds that divide the human family, Unitarianism 
proclaims that we spring from one source; Universalism, that we share a 
common destiny. Unitarian Universalists are neither a chosen people nor a 
people whose choices are made for them by theological authorities—ancient or 
otherwise. We are a people who choose.

 Passover begins at sundown tomorrow night, and so I've been re-reading the 
story of Moses and the Exodus.  Looking at that story and thinking about choices brings 
up some interesting issues.  There are some very interesting choices in the story of 
Moses.  
 Some of the first choices to notice are made by women.  
 For example, Pharaoh is worried that the Hebrews are starting to out-number the 
Egyptians, so he orders the Hebrew midwives Shiphrah and Puah to kill any sons that 
are born to Hebrew women.  The two midwives decide to defy Pharaoh. They tell him, 
say, you know, those Hebrew women they are so vigorous, so skilled at giving birth that 
they're just pop! and they're all done with the birth before we get there!  Sorry we can't 
help you, Pharaoh.  
 And then Pharaoh orders all the Hebrew mothers to kill any sons born to them. 
Moses's mother decides to defy this order and hides her baby for three months.  Then 
when she can't hide him any longer, she puts him in a waterproofed basket and floats 
him in the river.  Moses's sister Miriam watches over her baby brother, which is also a 
decision to defy Pharaoh.  And then, Pharaoh's own daughter sees the baby.  She thinks 
immediately, well, this little boy must be a Hebrew cast into the river by a desperate 
mother caught in an impossible situation.  And Pharaoh's daughter decides to defy 
Pharaoh and adopts the baby and gives him the name Moses.
 If it wasn't for these brave choices, there would be no Moses.
 You have a brave choice before you.  You have no choice but to choose.
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 God has called on Moses to deliver a message to Pharaoh that Pharaoh has to 
free the enslaved Hebrew people.  God seems pretty excited about His plan. (And I will 
use the masculine pronoun here to refer to God because I think it's appropriate for this 
particular character in this particular story.)  God has a great plan in mind.  God is 
going to have Moses deliver this message to Pharaoh and Pharaoh is going to say "No" 
and God will get to show off his power and kick Pharaoh's butt and it's going to be 
great!  
 I know that I am reading just one thread in this story, and there are certainly 
other places in the story where God doesn't come off this way.  But this thread is in the 
story, and in the long line of Jewish readings of the Exodus story, this thread has caused 
a lot of consternation.
 How does God know Pharaoh will say no, even despite a whole series of awful 
plagues that God will inflict on Pharaoh?  Before Moses leaves to see Pharaoh, God tells 
him, "... I will harden Pharaoh's heart ..." (Exodus 7:3)  A little later, God says a little 
more about this plan:

"Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart 
and the heart of his officials, in order that I may show these signs of mine among 
them, and that you may tell your children and grandchildren how I have made 
fools of the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them—so that you 
may know that I am the LORD." (Exodus 10:1-2)

The rabbis and Jewish scholars have long puzzled over this.  God seems to be taking 
away Pharaoh's ability to choose.  And if Pharaoh isn't choosing to be obstinate, he's not 
culpable for what happens.  And so we're left with God being the one doing the 
choosing.  And why is God choosing to do this? "... in order that I may show these signs 
of mine" so that "you may tell you children and grandchildren how I have made fools of 
the Egyptians..."  This does not sound like a brave choice.  This sounds like bullying, 
actually.  And if it was a person saying this, I'd be wondering about how pride seems to 
be what motivates this person.  Again, it doesn't sound like a brave choice.
 There are lots of ways in rabbinic tradition to figure this part of the story out and 
come up with other interpretations than this admittedly simple one that I'm giving you 
now.  But I'll leave them for you to look into if you are interested.  Because there is a 
brave choice in the story that I want to be sure that you notice.
 You have a brave choice before you.  You have no choice but to choose.
 Part of the Moses story is the story about the burning bush.  This is the part of the 
story where God lets Moses know that God has chosen Moses to be God's voice on 
earth.  Moses is in the mountains with his family and sees a burning bush in the 
distance.  Moses leaves his family to go and check this out.  He sees the bush burning 
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and yet not being consumed by the fire.  He starts to head toward it and hears the voice 
of God calling out to him from the bush.  God tells Moses that God has heard the cries 
of the Israelites and seen the oppression that they are suffering and so God is going to 
send Moses to Pharaoh to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go free.
 And Moses says Wait. You've got to be kidding. God has chosen Moses, but Moses 
resists this choice.  God says, I choose you, Moses.  You are going to speak for me.  
 Moses continues to fight against this.

But Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in 
the past nor even now that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of 
speech and slow of tongue."  Then the LORD said to him, "Who gives speech to 
mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 
Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you are to speak."  
But he said, "O my Lord, please send someone else." Then the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, "What of your brother Aaron the 
Levite? I know that he can speak fluently ... "  [Exodus 4:10-14]

 I find that turn in the story so funny.  God gets completely exasperated at Moses.  
God gets angry.  Fine! God says.  Your brother Aaron can speak, right? so instead of you 
relaying my words, I'll tell you, you'll tell Aaron and Aaron will tell Pharaoh. OK?? 
 God choses Moses, but Moses resists being chosen.  
 What's at issue here isn't so much that God choses Moses, but that Moses has to 
come to terms with being chosen: Moses has to choose Moses.
 You have a brave choice before you.  You have no choice but to choose.  And you 
have to choose you.
 The point of an interim period in the life of a congregation is to give the 
congregation an opportunity to make a brave choice: You have to choose you.  The 
Transition Team has been doing a lot of great work for the congregation, and all of that 
work is towards helping the congregation make this brave choice.  You have to choose 
who you are.
 In the transition workshop on your history that was held a few months ago, you 
learned that this is a pioneering congregation.  You have learned that making brave 
choices is one of the things that you do.  In the cottage meetings from last fall, and in the 
most recent workshops, you identified lots of the strengths and passions and interests 
that are part of this congregation.  You are bold.  You are skilled at being welcoming.  
You are not afraid to get out there and do social justice work.  You have developed a 
thoughtful and heart-full sense of what worship is.  You have committed yourselves to 
healthy sexuality education for the children not just of this congregation, but for this 
community.  You have created a safe space, and are good at being friendly and 
welcoming people.
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 You have made a number of choices already.  You have invested a lot of time into 
social activities, opportunities for the congregation to get together and have a good 
time. And that is great. That absolutely needs to happen.  A congregation needs to 
celebrate and enjoy itself. But that is an inward focus. 
 Strangely, despite these skills you have at being welcoming, oddly enough, there 
is no membership committee here, the committee charged with welcoming new 
members and making sure that the feeling of welcome continues for continuing 
members. There is Gisela, who is the chair of the Membership Committee. But it is a 
committee of one. In other words, it's not a committee. 
 You do a good job at welcoming one another and supporting one another. But 
despite these skills, there is also no real Caring Committee. You have Mary Alsagar who 
is the chair. But you're not really a chair of a committee if it is a committee of one. And if 
there is no meeting where this committee gets together, puts their heads and hearts 
together to think about who might be hurting in the community, people will fall 
through the cracks. And people have fallen through the cracks.
 You need to make some brave choices. 
 There are some obstacles.  The stewardship campaign that is wrapping up 
officially on Saturday has been going very well. Many of you have increased your 
pledge from last year and that is a huge gift. For that, your congregation thanks you.  
But it would be good if the financial load could be spread among more people.  I don't 
mean that everyone should be giving the same amount. But I looked at the pledge 
numbers for last year and did the math.  75% of the money pledged to the congregation 
came from twelve people. The remaining 25% of the pledge money came from 31 
households. It is always going to be the case that some people are going to be able to 
contribute a lot more than others. And so they should!  But with so few carrying so 
much, losing just one or two of those folks will be a significant shock to the system.  
And your goal is to reduce the number of shocks to the system. You need to make some 
brave choices and work toward financial sustainability.
 When asked to volunteer for the homeless shelter, this congregation jumped to 
the task. About half of the congregation signed up to help provide meals and to help by 
being hosts in the evening and overnight.  A lot of you are saying that you want to get 
involved in social justice work. It seems like you were just waiting for a clear need in 
the community and for someone to do the organizing. Don't wait. You are ready. What 
need or role in this community is a Unitarian Universalist congregation able to fill that a 
faith community without a UU theology can't? This is not a trick question. Make a brave 
choice. 
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 This congregation has seen a lot of growth in the number of children present in 
the community. But scrounge as they might, the RE Committee can't come up with 
enough teachers from the congregation. Instead, you recruit students from CMU to 
come do that teaching for you, some of whom might enjoy being here in the Sunday 
service with you.  What would be the brave choice?
 You don't need me to give you suggestions about things you can do. At the last 
Transitions Workshop, you came up with all sorts of ideas.
 But you can't do it all.  There are some things that you are not doing now that 
you may decide to do. And to make room for them, there may be some things that you 
are doing that you have to let go of.  These are difficult decisions.  What you need in 
order to make these decisions is a clear sense of mission.  Being able to articulate and 
claim a clear sense of mission and vision is what the Transition Team and I have been 
working toward this year.  And the next step toward articulating a clear mission for this 
congregation is a mission and vision workshop that will happen Sunday, April 27, two 
weeks from today. You need to be there.
 You have a choice to make. And you have no choice but to choose. 
 You are part of this faith community. You have already chosen to be part of this 
congregation in some way.  As Jane Rzepka wrote:

"It's your church, and maybe you like rocking babies in the Nursery, or you like 
designing shelves, or you'd just like to try; you're a natural-born leader you'd 
like to test your wings at chairing a committee. You're a bit of a ham, or terrified 
of public speaking, either way it's your church, your vision, it's all within your 
power. You are choosing your faith."

It is true, as Jane Rzepka says, that you are choosing your faith.  But even more, and 
despite what Forrest Church says, choosing this faith means that you have been chosen. 
It's just that you are doing the choosing.  And now, just like Moses had to come to terms 
with his being chosen, so do you. You have to chose you.
 You have a brave choice before you.  You have no choice but to choose.  No 
beating around the burning bush!  You have to choose you.  In doing so, in choosing 
yourself as you are, you will find yourself transformed. But that's the topic of next 
week's service.
May you be brave choosers. Right now, you are choosing who you are.
Amen.


