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 I'm very honored to be your guest heretic today.    
 I've never been to an Episcopal service before.  When I told a friend that I was 
going to an Episcopal church service for the first time, he told me something that a 
friend of his once said about the Episcopal church: "There's all this great, grand ritual, 
and you can believe anything you want."
 I should tell you that I've heard it said of Unitarian Universalism that "There's 
none of that grand ritual stuff and you can believe anything you want."
 Of course, neither of those statements is true.  But there's a truth to them, too.   
Both of them come from the very natural human desire to avoid discomfort.  When it 
comes to religion, all sorts of things can get to be uncomfortable.  And this week you 
have set about to listen to a really uncomfortable, discomfiting story.
 We seem willing to subject ourselves to a good degree of discomfort.  I saw a 
woman in really high heels crossing the street the other day, and I worry about the 
damage being done to her feet!  But we'll wear something a little uncomfortable if we 
think it makes us more attractive.  And anyone who watches the news much have 
something in them that tolerates discomfort.  Anyone who spends their time on political 
sites on the internet must have something in them that loves exasperation and 
frustration.  
 And then there's all the bad news that gets the attention from the news channels 
and the press.  Stories of people treating one another so very badly.  And some of it we 
feel a responsibility to pay attention to.  Like the shootings at Jewish sites in Kansas 
City, KS, by a white supremacist.  It is right for us to think of Dr. William Lewis 
Corporon, of his grandson Reat Griffin Underwood, and of Terry LaManno who died 
Sunday and to hold their families in our hearts and prayers.
 A year ago today, I was living in the Boston area.  Today is the anniversary of the 
bombing of the Boston Marathon.  So I'm thinking of Krystle Marie Campbell, and Lu 
Lingzi, and eight year old Martin Richard and that picture of Martin with his sign: "No 
more hurting people.  Peace."   1

 It is not comfortable to think about these things.  And it certainly wasn't 
comfortable to live through it—and the lockdown that followed a few days later, the 
MIT police officer Sean Collier who was killed and my friends in Watertown told to stay 
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inside their homes, do not go outside.  It was surreal and scary.  And I'm glad that there 
are stories on the news today about that day and all the people who are struggling to 
recover from injuries.  I'm glad that there's something in us that knows we need to 
acknowledge and remember these events and these people, even if it is uncomfortable.  
I actually become hopeful for us humans when I see that we understand that.
 And yet, when it comes to religion, people seem to get uncomfortable really 
easily.  I guarantee you that people somewhere are lighting candles right now for what 
happened in Kansas City and for what happened in Boston.  But head into a place 
where lighting candles is normal?  For some reason that feels weird and uncomfortable 
to a lot of people.  Not to mention all the kneeling, sitting, standing and whatnot.  From 
a Unitarian Universalist perspective, that's enough to give us pause—and that's before a 
communal recitation of a creed! 
 Let me break in and give you just a short primer on Unitarian Universalism: it is 
a covenantal faith rather than a creedal faith.  In other words, our faith communities are 
formed by entering into a covenant with one another rather than by allegiance to a 
particular creed or set of beliefs.  Usually, when we are curious about another religious 
tradition, the first question that gets asked is "What do they believe?"  And for Unitarian 
Universalism, that's the wrong question.  What we promise to one another and the 
greater-than-us-that-goes-by-many-names—that issue of covenant is the primary 
concern.  Entering into that relationship is what makes someone Unitarian Universalist.
 The UUs in the congregation I serve who know you tend to mention your organ.  
They say you have a very fine organ.  I think there may be a little organ envy there in 
those folks as our congregation doesn't have an organ.  When I told them that you are 
not playing the organ this week, they were very startled.  Why? they wondered.  I think 
they were worried that something was wrong.  Well, I said, it's Holy Week and there's 
this story that they are trying not just to tell, but to experience.  To help with that, the 
organ goes away for a while and then they pull out all the stops on Sunday.
 From my perspective, it's that willingness to enter into and explore this 
uncomfortable story that you have to offer to me.  As a Unitarian Universalist, there is 
no lectionary that I am bound to.  I don't have to mention Easter if I'd rather not.  I'll go 
weeks without referencing the Bible.  Last Sunday, I did mention the Bible, but it was 
the story of Moses that I talked about.  I didn't even mention that it was Palm Sunday.
 I imagine that Wayne probably did mention something about Palm Sunday.  And 
it's probably not news to you that the season of Lent is coming to a close.  You are 
dedicated to this story.



 In my experience, progressive religious people can get a little self-conscious 
about this.  Why in this modern world of wi-fi and phones that are smart would anyone 
be so interested in a story so ancient?  
 To up-end the wisdom of this modern world, of course.  That's what Paul is 
telling those Corinthians to do.  (I had to at least mention the scripture for today, I 
suppose.)  
 "Consider your own call" he says.   Do you think you've a weakness because of 2

your dedication to the triduum  this week?  (Thanks for the UU in there, by the way.)  3

Don't shy away from this story.  That's what I need from you.  Don't shy away from this 
story and all the uncomfortable elements in it and the ways that so often they just don't 
seem to make sense.  Deal with the violence of it, the themes of abandonment.  Walk 
into the darkness.  This darkness, this discomfort, too, we need to encounter.  Be able to 
walk into this darkness and may it be that you will help all of us to discover a new 
light. 4
Amen.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paschal_Triduum

