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Dawn Daniels, UUFCM Minister: 

Black Lives Matter (or #BlackLivesMatter) is a movement and a stance in response to this reality: the 

United States was built on a legacy of slavery, racism, and oppression that continues to take new, 

ever-changing forms. To say that "black lives matter" doesn't mean that black lives are more 

important than other lives, or that all lives don't matter. The systemic devaluing of Black lives calls 

us to bear witness, even as we acknowledge that oppression takes many intersecting forms. 

“To become an anti-racist faith community, the key question for a white majority community is not 

“How do we get people of color to join our faith community?” It is, instead, “How can we make a 

prolonged, spiritually-rooted, engaged commitment to uprooting white supremacy within our 

community and take ongoing collective action to challenge it in society?”(Chris Crass) 

In Real Time 

~ by Jeannie Shero 

#BlackLivesMatter 

Let the only burning be 

the fire of commitment in 

our hearts, minds, hands, spirits 

in our community of faith. 

Live solidarity. 

Use your voice. 

Demand justice... better, live it into being. 

Cry out for others to join you. 

Name hate as hate—without shrinking back 

without letting embarrassment or false humility or resistance or apologies for white skin 

get in the way. 

Direct all that energy to action, standing with, speaking out. 

Be impassioned. 

….. 

About the violent ending of so many black lives 

precious 

precious 

precious lives 

Say it for every life that has been taken, 

you'd never stop speaking. 

Be outraged. 

About the burning of houses of worship, 

Sanctuaries of the spirit 

Sacred communal spaces 

Be awakened. 

http://www.uua.org/directory/people/jeannie-shero


Racism is alive. 

It will never die of old age—ancient though it is. 

Rather, it must be buried by human awakening 

to equality incarnate. 

Participate in the movement: 

Call out those perpetuating violence against black people and black communities. 

Demand action from those in power, the press, government, and everywhere 

this story is not being told. 

Live differently... How? 

Find out together. 

Struggle to awaken. 

#StayWoke 

There is no safe place from which to simply observe 

all are already involved. 

Listen more often than speaking. 

Speak more often than being silent 

when your words or actions could change the world 

even just a bit, 

in the flesh, 

in real time. 

 

The installation of this banner is our public statement of solidarity with the Black Lives Matter 

movement, as well as evidence of our intention to be a house of anti-racist advocacy and activism. 

With love as our guide, we dedicate this banner as symbol of our missional intent to seek 

transformation in our lives and our world…and justice for all. May it be so.  


