
Action Alert!
Return Absentee Ballots NOW

Absentee ballots should be returned immediately ahead of August 4 primary
Vote early at clerk’s office now through Monday

With one week remaining before the August 4 statewide primary, voters with absentee ballots should drop 
them off at their local drop box or clerk’s office as soon as possible. Michigan law states all ballots must be 
received by the clerk by 8 p.m. on August 4 in order to be counted. A list of ballot drop boxes is available on-
line. Voters may only return their ballot to the drop box of their city or township.

“Voters should get their absentee ballots returned as quickly as possible,” said Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson. “This close to the primary, Michiganders should return their absentee ballots to their clerk’s office 
directly, or submit them via their local ballot drop box, in order to ensure their vote is counted.”

All absentee ballot requests should now be made in person at the clerk’s office, and with the possibility of 
postal delays ahead of the primary, voters should prepare to both request and vote their ballot in the same 
visit. Ballots can be requested, filled out and immediately returned to the clerk now through 4 p.m. on August 
3. Those still needing to register and then request and fill out a ballot can do so at their clerk’s office now 
through 8 p.m. on August 4.

The absent voter ballot count continues to climb, with more than 900,000 ballots already returned. More 
than 1.9 million have been issued, coming close to the 2.2 million total turnout for the 2018 primary, the high-
est primary turnout on record.

“Voters can choose the way they prefer to vote this year and be absolutely confident it will be safe and se-
cure,” Benson said in a news release. 

While election experts say misconduct may occur with any type of voting, Voter fraud is very uncommon. 
“The evidence we reviewed finds that voting by mail is rarely subject to fraud, does not give an advantage to 
one political party over another and can in fact inspire public confidence in the voting process, if done prop-
erly,” said Edie Goldenberg, a professor of public policy and political science at the University of Michigan, in a 
recent column for academic outlet The Conversation.

FAQ’s on Absentee Voting

What if I want to vote before Election Day, but have not requested an absentee ballot yet?
Visit your city/township clerk’s office as soon as possible, fill out an application for an absentee ballot, and 
submit it to the staff. Complete the ballot while you’re in the office, place it in the envelope provided, sign the 
outside of the envelope with your official signature, and submit it to the staff.

What if I requested an absentee ballot but never received it?
Prior to Election Day, visit your city/township clerk’s office as soon as possible to cancel your first absentee 
ballot and request a new one. The deadline to do this is Monday, August 3, 2020 by 4 p.m. On Election Day, 
you can go to your polling place, complete a simple form indicating you never received your absentee ballot 
and vote.



What if I received my absentee ballot, but then made a mistake on it, I lost it, or it was destroyed?
Visit your city/township clerk’s office as soon as possible to cancel your first absentee ballot and request a 
new one. If you still have the absentee ballot, because you made a mistake or it was only partially destroyed, 
take it with you. The deadline to do this is Monday, August 3, 2020 by 4 p.m. Or you can go to your polling 
place on Election Day, fill out a form and vote. If you have the absentee ballot, because you made a mistake 
or it was only partially destroyed, take it with you.

What if I have my absentee ballot, but I don’t have enough time to mail it back to my clerk?
Your absentee ballot must be RECEIVED by your city/township clerk by 8 p.m. on August 4, 2020 to be 
counted. To be sure it arrives on time, you should bring your completed absentee ballot to your city/township 
clerk’s office or deposit it into a drop box provided by your clerk. You can call or email your city/township 
clerk to find out whether they have a drop box. To find your city/township clerk’s contact info, you can visit 
www.mi.gov/vote.

What if I have my absentee ballot but decide to vote in person on Election Day?
If you decided not to vote by absentee ballot, take your absentee ballot to your polling place on Election Day 
and surrender it. You will then be issued a new ballot that you can vote in the polling location.

What if I mailed my absentee ballot to my city/township clerk, but I am concerned that it won’t ar-
rive in time?
You can track your absentee ballot at the Michigan Voter Information Center - www.mi.gov/vote - to see if 
your clerk has received it. If your absentee ballot has not been marked as “received,” visit your clerk’s office, 
ask to spoil your original absentee ballot, and request a new ballot. The deadline to do this is Monday, August 
3, 2020 by 4 p.m.

Where is my city/township clerk’s office, and when is it open?
You can find the location, hours, and contact info for your city/township clerk at the Michigan Voter Infor-
mation Center - www.mi.gov/vote. (Click on the “Your Clerk” tab on the left-hand side and then “Search By 
Address”). Or call the nonpartisan Election Protection hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE.

Where is my polling location?
You can find your polling location at the Michigan Voter Information Center - www.mi.gov/vote. Or call the 
nonpartisan Election Protection hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE.
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